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Crossroad
(Voluntary Pastor)

Every year as the cherry blossom announced the arrival of spring, we know Easter is around the corner. This year some of us spent
our Easter vacation doing a Mediterranean cruise. Perhaps some of you simply spent your long weekend relaxing or finding time
to finish the home project you started months earlier. For our college students, perhaps Easter was a time you finally breathed a
sigh of relief as Spring-term drawn to a close. For the not so lucky high school friends, | guess Easter was a time of hard labor
as you geared up for your finals. For most of us, Easter is just another holiday where life went on as usual; nothing special and
nothing exciting. Yet two millenniums earlier, Easter took on a totally different meaning. At the height of Roman civilization, in some
backwater land called Judea, a few eccentric Jews adamantly proclaimed that their teacher, a carpenter turned preacher, was
God and that he had risen from the dead. This preposterous and scandalous claim would later turn out to be the message of hope
of epochal proportion, a message that changed the course of history and the fate of mankind forever. This year | spent my Easter
holidays in Rome. I had the opportunity visiting two significant landmarks of Christianity, Vatican City, the residence of the pope, and
catacomb, an underground array of tunnels that served as burial site for Christians martyred during the first two centuries.

During my visit to the catacomb, we were led through dimly lit tunnels bored out by Christians of long ago using simple tools. As |
acclimatized my eyes to the dark | was confronted with columns upon columns of these burial plots dug all the way down to seventy
feet below ground. To most of us, what these little known Christians did, how they came to their death were inconsequential, but
their silent yet sober presence bear testimony to who God is and how he impacted their lives. To these Christians, living at a time
where the government not only was hostile to their cause but at time also take an active role trying to eliminate them off the face
of the earth, professing their belief is like signing their own death warrant. To them, resurrection must have been so real that they
were prepared to give up their lives. Across the long dark tunnel | thought I could still faintly hear them cried out, ‘He is risen’ as
they face their gruesome death. To these Christians, their ideal — the New Jerusalem, their moral code — Law of Christ ‘truth and
grace’, their hope — the return of their king and their tactics — the way of the cross.

My visit to the Vatican City evoked a different sentiment. The walled city was built at a time when Christianity was not only accepted
but highly revered. It was a time when the suffering Church became the triumphed institute. It was a time when the Western World
looked to Rome for spiritual guidance. The moment | stepped inside the city | was captivated by the grandeur of St Peter Square. But
this experience is nothing compare to my homage to the Vatican Museum, former residence of the pope. As | walked through the
colossal building | was amazed by the splendor of the place where every inch is meticulously and painfully decorated with fresco,
painting and sculpture from world-renowned artists. These architectural and artistic expressions bear testimony of the majestic
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past where Christianity was the dominant force that permeated every aspect of people’s lives. But it was also a time when so
much evil was done in the name of God. For those in power at the time, their ideal — preserving the status quo, their moral code
— the Bible and human tradition, their hope — building God’s kingdom on earth, their strategy — maintaining a tight control over all
areas of people’s life and their tactics — coercion, intimidation, compromise and sometime terror. As | stood in front of St Peter
Basilica marveling at the imposing structure, admiring the richly ornate fagade where tons of marbles statures sculpted by masters
of bygone era are prominently displayed, one nagging question kept reverberating inside me — What would the average Joe at the
time think about his God?

The contrast between my catacomb experience and that of the Vatican was startling. One marked the humble beginning of
Christianity, plain, not eye catching, chaotic yet profound and life transforming and the other portrayed Christianity at its pinnacle
of success, glamorous, influential, organized yet shallow and ineffective. Likewise, North Shore Pacific Grace MB Church also had
a humble beginning. Ten years ago, a few dedicated families from the North Shore together with the help of some twenty odd
mission-minded Christians from Pacific Grace Church responded to God’s prompting, began to explore the viability of setting up a
Chinese church on the North Shore. Under the leadership of Pastor To-wang, we began to wage war against Satan like the early
church once did. With little resource and no permanent place to worship, we made do with whatever we had. We used recreation
centre, school, home and country club to hold our meetings. More than once we moved our worship time to fit the time slot
available to us. Like the New Testament Church we too had moments of victory and setback. On one hand we tasted success when
people came to Christ, we stood in awe when God worked wonders among us and we experienced moments of thrill as forces
of evil were pushed back. On the other hand, we had agonizing moments when key leaders left or felt sick. We felt the pain as
disagreement and strife broke out among our members and we were dumbfounded when tragedy strikes. In spite of all these, ‘He
is risen!” remained our battle cry as we continued to rely on God’s faithfulness and protection.

Ten years on, as a church we are now more organized.
We feel more confident in what we do. Though not big in
size, we are big in our vision and also big in heart. We
are the first Chinese church to start Alpha course, the
first to embrace Parkinson’s group and the first to reach
out Mandarin speaking divorce people. With our excellent
Hong Kong and China connections, we are able to extend
our care to friends and family members in SE Asia. | would
consider our church some sort of maverick, if there is such
an entity! There is no doubt in my mind that our church
would excel. My concern or my questions is — Can we retain
the essence of the New Testament church in the twenty-
first century? As we celebrate our 10th anniversary, | think
it is fitting that we give some thought to this question. It is
my hope and prayer that ten years from now we can still
honestly say that we are a New Testament church.
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10 i
th Anniversary :::
(English Ministry)
o [ o L
NSPG English Ministries

When the Lord brought us out to NSPG seven years ago it was with the challenge to build a community of English speaking Christians
within a very young Chinese church.

“Young” became the keyword of the ministry. Not only was the church young, the people were also young in age, and almost everyone
was young in the Lord. It was good that we were free to build from the foundation up, but it was also the greatest challenge. | soon
found out that the North Shore is quite a spiritual battleground as my fiancée (now my wife) and | ended up ramming our car through
a closed garage door and into the wall during our first visitation. I've always known how to make memorable first impression.

The past seven years has brought joy, sorrow, surprise, despair, peace, turmoil, hope, heart ache...... all the-growing pains has
slowly formed and molded us into the people and church-we are today. God has always emphasized the journey over the destination
and we are on quite an excellent journey.

It was-always my-hope to build a community that is authentic in their relationship with the Lord. I've seen many churches crank
out cookie cutter Christians who were all squeaky clean outside, but rotten or dirty inside. | would rather have a nasty group than
a phony group. | would rather organize meetings and gatherings that drew people closer to the Lord over meetings for meetings
sake. On the most part we have been successful; we were quite nasty for some
time. | don’t think any other preacher has used the words: “Shut Up!” so often in
their messages. But we have developed into a group that is open and honest in our
walk with Jesus.

Our Sunday morning worship service, Sunday school, plus fellowships consists
mainly of Chinese teens and young adults who come to worship plus grow in their
relationship with God, fellowship with friends, and live out their faith in Christ Jesus.
We are also a place for those who are seeking a new relationship with the Lord.

As we step bravely into tomorrow we hope to develop into a multiethnic, monoculture
church that will serve our community and give glory to God’s kingdom.
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| want to celebrate with you, North Shore Pacific Grace MB Church as
you mark this ten year anniversary of ministry. The Pacific Grace vision
of leaders like Pastor Henry Classen, Pastor Enoch Wong, and Pastor
David Chan has multiplied into, hundreds of Chinese believers, healthy
churches, and emerging pastors. You have continued this multiplying
vision in planting the Mandarin church on the North Shore. All of
the people of the BCMB Conference of Churches congratulate you and
encourage you to “strain to reach the end of the race and receive the
prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us up to heaven”.

Rev. Steve Berg, Conference Minister of MBBC |
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In the Bible classes, | have learnt a great deal
about God’s words and teachings which | have
been able to apply in my daily life. Additionally,
the deep sharing with my brothers and sisters in
Christ, have helped me in my personal develop-
ment, spiritual growth and inner healing over the
years. | have also grown in my relationship with
God and this has brought great love, joy and
peace into my life.

In Christ, O .
Margaret
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Titus Fellowship is a youth group that began with just a few teens who wanted to “hang out”
together. Throughout the years it has developed into a place where members come to love and
care for each other, for Jesus, and for our community. It is a time to laugh, to play, to grow in our
relationship with God and with each other.

Titus is open to all the teens and the meetings are a great place to bring new friends.

Our meetings consist of games nights, Bible studies, cook offs, movie nights, praise and sharing,
youth rallies and our ever popular theme nights. There is always food involved, both spiritual
food and unhealthy but yummy physical food! We have had outings and retreats to Whistler,
Cultus Lake, Playland, Castle Fun Park, Metrotown, etc.

However it is not all fun and games, we spread the love of God through volunteering at places
such as the Salvation Army soup kitchens where our members helped to serve over 350 inner
city people in need. Same goes for the Union Gospel Mission, and the Vancouver Food Bank.

We look forward to the future of Titus Fellowship as we put together more and more great
evenings and outings that all who come will remember to be “Great Times”.
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